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The WaMA Museum Messenger
is published by the Washington Museum 
Association, a 501(c)3 federally recognized 
non-profit organization consisting of 
institutions, businesses, and individuals.  
The WaMA mission is to promote increased 
professionalism in and communication  
among all museums within Washington State.  
All articles within this issue may be reproduced 
and circulated to staff with appropriate credit 
given to the Washington Museum Association 
and the contributing author.
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The Washington Museum Association has expanded our geographic and 
professional representation by welcoming four new Board members.  New Board 
members for 2015 include Sadie Thayer, Director of the Kittitas County Historical 
Museum, Lisa Toomey, CEO of The REACH, Hillary Ryan, Director of Marketing 
and Communications for the Museum of Glass, and Richard Beckerman, COO of 
the Seattle Art Museum.  These professionals bring great experience and vision to 
the WaMA and I wish them a warm welcome to the Board!  

The excitement of new Board members is always tempered with past mem-
bers stepping down.  We are extremely thankful for the years of service outgoing 
WaMA Board members Bill Tennent, Betsy Millard, and Eric Taylor.  Bill orga-
nized and hosted our 2014 conference in Port Townsend, Betsy edited the Mu-
seum Messenger for several years and served on the Awards Committee, and Eric 
provided us with great wisdom in leadership as past Board President.  We greatly 
appreciate the service they provided WaMA over the years.  Thank You!

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind our members that it’s 
time for us to mark our calendars for Arts & Heritage (A&H) Day 2016 at the 
Washington State Capital.  The events begin with a workshop on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9 at the State Capital Museum Coach House, followed by a reception for all 
A&H attendees from 5-8pm, also at the Coach House.  Bright and early the next 
morning at 7am, February 10th, come and join your fellow museum professionals 
at the Heritage Caucus.  This is an opportunity to meet your local State represen-
tatives and discuss issues that museums face this year.  More on this exciting op-
portunity on the next two pages. 

2015 was a remarkable year for WaMA.  We saw the passage of Cultural Ac-
cess Washington in the state legislature.  This has been an ongoing effort for seven 
years, and the fruits of these efforts have paid off.  A special thanks to WaMA Board 
member Richard Beckerman for his passion and persistence to see this through.  

The annual conference held at the Maryhill Museum of Art in Goldendale 
was another great event which combined continuing professional development 
with breathtaking panoramic views of the Colombia River Gorge.  Conference at-
tendees had a great opportunity to gather in the retreat-like setting offered by the 
museum, and even enjoy some pleasant 98-degree days!  A special thank you goes 
out to Colleen Schafroth and her amazing staff for hosting the conference!

Our 2016 conference will be in Tacoma, and appropriately themed “Adven-
tures in Museumland.” Tacoma has a high concentration of museums, most con-
veniently located within walking distance of each other.  Please mark your calen-
dar for June 22-24 for this great opportunity to attend a conference in the heart of 
Washington’s “Museumland.”

On behalf of the WaMA Board of Trustees, I want to wish you a very pros-
perous New Year!

Yours in Museums,
Joseph Govednik

President’s Message
Joseph Govednik, President, WaMA

Welcome new WaMA Board members!



WASHINGTON MUSEUM ASSOCIATION	    		  3            Museum Messenger • Winter 2016

Right to left:  
Washington State 

Arts Alliance Execu-
tive Director Mark 
Gerth; Washington 

Museum Asso-
ciation President 

Joseph Govednik; 
Washington State 
History Museum 

Director, Jennifer  
Kilmer; and Wash-

ington State Arts 
Commission Exec 

utive Director, 
Karen Hannen 

speaking at the 2015 
Arts & Heritage 

Day reception  
at the Lord Man-
sion in Olympia.

Mark Your Calendars!

Tuesday, February 9, 2016
Arts & Heritage Workshop and Reception, 
at the State Capital Museum Coach 
House, 211 21st Avenue, SW in Olympia. 
Workshop 1-3PM. Reception 5-8PM. Both 
events are FREE of charge, pre-registration 
is required for the workshop. Sponsored 
by the Washington Museum Association. 
RSVP to Len Balli at len.balli@wshs.wa.gov 
or 360-586-0175 for the workshop. RSVP 
to Susan Rohrer at susan.rohrer@wshs.
wa.gov or 360-586-0116 for the reception.

Wednesday, February 10, 2016
Arts & Heritage Day Kick-off at Heritage 
Caucus at 7AM in the Cherberg Building 
on the Capitol Campus. Sponsored by the 
Washington Museum Association and the 
Washington State Arts Alliance.  
www.washingtonmuseumassociation.org 
and www.wsartsalliance.com

Arts and Heritage Day is February 10th!  Please join your col-
leagues in meeting with state representatives to promote the 
cause of museums!  This event is in partnership with the Wash-
ington State Arts Alliance.  Arts and Heritage Day begins at 7am 
at the Cherberg Building rooms A, B, and C located on the State 
Capitol Campus.  More details will be posted on our website soon.

On Tuesday, February 9 please come to a special workshop 
presented by the Washington State Historical Society Outreach 
Services on Emergency Preparedness for Heritage Organizations! 
This workshop is scheduled from 1 to 3PM.  Admission is FREE, 
but will be limited to the first 40 registrants.  Pre-registration is 
required.  This event will be at the State Capital Museum Coach 
House in Olympia.  For more information, please contact Len Balli 
at 360-586-0175. len.balli@wshs.wa.gov 

Following the Emergency Preparedness workshop, please join 
us at the annual Washington Museum Association reception in 
honor of Arts and Heritage Day.  This event will be at the Coach 
House from 5 to 8pm.  RSVPs are appreciated by February 1, 
2016.  Please contact Susan Rohrer at 360-586-0166 or email 
at susan.rohrer@wshs.wa.gov to RSVP.  This reception is free of 
charge!

We look forward to seeing you during Arts and Heritage Day.  
Consider making a winter getaway to Olympia and attending 
the workshop, reception, and A&H Day on February 9 and 10.  
Olympia has a conveniently walkable downtown providing unique 
shopping and dining experiences.  Come and enjoy your Capital 
City on the waterfront, seek eclectic gifts for friends, choose 
a variety of dining options, develop professionally at the free 
workshop, and advocate for the cause of museums!

State Capital Museum Coach House

Museum Advocacy in Olympia
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Meeting with Elected Officials: 
Tips from the Washington State 
Arts Alliance

Some tried and true tips from our advocacy partners at the Washington State Arts Alliance. 

DO:
•	Call first for an appointment. Explain the purpose of your visit.
•	Be respectfully tenacious and do not get discouraged. Legislators have a lot of things competing for their time. 

Set up a meeting with your legislator at his or her legislative office. If your legislator is unable to meet with you, 
schedule an appointment with the aide handling the issue.

•	Arrive on time.
•	Be articulate. The meeting should be brief and concise. If you are with a group of people, you may want to 

designate one spokesperson.
•	Be direct by asking at the end of the meeting, “Will you support my cause?”  

His or her answer will help determine your future advocacy efforts.
•	Write a thank-you letter promptly after your meeting.

DON’T:
•	Drop in or show up unannounced.
•	Bluff.  If the legislator or aide asks you a question that you cannot answer,  

say that you will get back to him/her and then do the appropriate follow up.

On Tuesday, February 9 please come to a special 
workshop presented by the Washington State 
Historical Society Outreach Services on Emergency 
Preparedness for Heritage Organizations! 

This workshop is scheduled from 1 to 3PM.  Admission 
is FREE, but will be limited to the first 40 registrants.  

Pre-registration is required.  This event will be at the State 
Capital Museum Coach House in Olympia.  

For more information, please contact Len Balli at 360-586-0175 
or len.balli@wshs.wa.gov 

Emergency 
Preparedness 
Workshop

02.09.2016
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Conference Scholarships 
Enrich Washington 
Museums
WaMA offers a variety of scholarships to offset the cost 
of attending our conferences, for volunteers, students, 
Board members, and working professionals.  Sarah Samson, 
Collection Manager at the Renton History Museum, and 
Andrea Cohen Arenas, Development Coordinator at Museum 
of Flight, were both recipients of scholarships to the 2015 
conference at the Maryhill Museum of Art in Goldendale, 
Washington. 

Andrea  explained she would not have been able to attend the 
conference without the scholarship. “I’m grateful to have had 
the opportunity to attend,” Andrea observed, “as it was my 

first time presenting at a conference and also my first time visiting 
Goldendale and the Maryhill Museum of Art.” 

Sarah volunteered with Registrars to the Rescue at the 
conference, which allowed her to spend time with other 
collections professionals. “I met many new people attending 
the conference, expanding my network exponentially,” she told 
us. Andrea believed that “overall the Washington Museum 
Association Conference was an educational and fun experience.” Andrea and Sarah in front of “Quantum Man”  

at Maryhill Museum of Art

2015 WaMA scholarship recipients  
Andrea Cohen Arenas and Sarah Samson

Sarah’s presentation at the WaMA Annual Conference in Goldendale
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WaMA’s Annual Conference is coming to Tacoma in 2016. 
Don’t be late, save the date. 

June 22-24, 2016 
“Adventures in Museumland”

Session Proposal, Award Nomination, and Scholarship Application 
FORMS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER

Conference Session Proposals – Deadline, February 12, 2016
Award of Excellence Nominations – Deadline, April 30, 2016

Conference Scholarship Applications – Deadline, April 30, 2016

Apply for a SCHOLARSHIP!

Be a part of the conference

PRESENT A SESSION!
Nominate a colleague for an AWARD OF EXCELLENCE!

See you in

TACOMA!
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After years of effort, Governor Inslee signed the Cul-
tural Access Washington (CAWA) legislation into law 
last June. The focus of the CAWA movement has now 
shifted to create a plan of action needed at the coun-
ty level throughout the state.  This law allows coun-
ties to ask their residents to vote for adding 0.01% to 
their sales tax for sustaining local cultural attractions.  
In order to support statewide county efforts, CAWA 
has become a 501(c)(4) membership organization.  
Washington Museum Association board members 
Richard Beckerman and Lisa Toomey, who were both 
active in the legislative process, have recently joined 
the CAWA board.

Today, CAWA is finalizing the plan going forward. 
Including how CAWA will balance local efforts with 
other statewide efforts, prepare for a public cam-
paign in King County in 2017, and talk with existing 
CAWA members about the timing of their County ef-
forts.  We will email more information about CAWA 
membership as it becomes available and will have an 

Cultural Access Washington
UPDATE

in-person presentation at WaMA’s annual conference in Ta-
coma this June 22-24. 

Many thanks to all of you who talked with your legislators 
that made it possible for Cultural Access Washington to be-
come law! 

CAWA Facts

•	What are Cultural Access Funds? A Cultural Access Fund 
is a publicly funded program established to expand access 
to cultural organizations such as arts, heritage and science 
organizations.

•	Washington State’s Proposal: Cultural Access Washington 
(CAWA) would enable local governments to create special 
funds which would be used to increase access to cultural 
experiences (including arts organizations, heritage organi-
zations, science centers and zoos) for children and adults 
across Washington.  Funds would be used to provide cul-
tural education programs for students and residents, and 
to pay for school transportation to these venues.

WaMA board members Joseph Govednik (3rd from left) and Richard Beckerman (8th from right) 
at Governor Jay Inslee’s signing into law of Cultural Access Washington.
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R2RR2RR2RR2RR2R

Registrars to the Rescue (R2R) convened at 
Maryhill Museum of Art for their fourth annual 
session workshop in 2015. To participate in the 
2016 workshop please contact Rebecca Engelhardt 
at rengelhardt@museumofglass.org.

2015Registrars to the Rescue

For the fourth year in a row, the Registrars to the Rescue (R2R) 
team partnered with Art Work Fine Art Services to bring together a 
team of trained professionals to volunteer on a special project in a 
Washington museum in conjunction with the Washington Museum 
Association Annual Conference. Twenty registrars and collections 
specialists gathered on June 24th at Maryhill Museum of Art in Gold-
endale, Washington.  

The R2R added a new feature this summer.  In addition to providing 
volunteer support to a museum in the conference city, the program 
included a workshop reviewing the basic types of mounts, led by 
Maryhill Museum’s Collections Manager, Anna Goodwin.  Goodwin 
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R2RR2RR2RR2RR2R

instructed the workshop participants on how to 
assess objects for mount requirements and how 
to create individual mounts for objects.  The 
workshop also included the opportunity for par-
ticipants to share techniques among colleagues.

Participants helped prepare 50 objects for relo-
cation to Maryhill’s Brim Family Research Center 
by using their mount making skills to better pre-
serve the fragile objects.  This included mounts 
for baskets, ceramic vessels, and boxes for small 
objects.

The R2R Committee, headed by Rebecca Engel-
hardt, Registrar/Collections Manager for the Mu-
seum of Glass, is gearing up for another event 
to coincide with the 2016 WaMA conference 
in Tacoma.  If you would like to participate as a 
volunteer, please contact her at 253.284.4705 or 
rengelhardt@museumofglass.org. 
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WaMA is
on Facebook!

Is your museum celebrating a historic milestone?  Offer-
ing or attending continued education classes or work-
shops?  Looking for trained professional staff or volun-
teers?  We want to hear from you! Find the Washington 
Museum Association on Facebook and share your ques-
tions, comments and hopes for Washington’s museums. 

A private collector is seeking a home for 1,500-2,000 
models of transportation subjects including cars, aircraft, 
military, ships, spacecraft, and assorted dioramas. The 
owner hopes to partner with a community that shares a 
similar interest in creating a new museum based on the 
model collection, or a “Miniature Model Museum” with 
an educational mission utilizing the models as illustrative 
aids in transportation technology, history, design and en-
gineering. It is the donor’s wish that the collection not be 
separated within other individual aviation, military, auto-
motive or maritime museums. 

Please contact Joseph Govednik for more information:  
j.govednik@fosswaterwayseaport.org

Community Needed for Transportation Model Museum
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2 0 1 6
SAVE THE DATE

FEBRUARY 9-10 
Washington Arts & Heritage Day,  

Olympia WA

FEBRUARY 22-23 
AAM Museum Advocacy Day,  

Washington DC

MAY 26-29 
AAM Annual Conference,  

Washington DC

JUNE 22-24 
WaMA Annual Conference,  

Tacoma WA

SEPTEMBER 14-17 
AASLH Annual Meeting, Detroit MI 

SEPTEMBER 25-28 
Western Museum Association (WMA)  

Annual Conference, Phoenix AZ

OCTOBER 23-25 
Oregon Museum Association (OMA)  

Annual Conference, Eugene OR 

NEW MEMBERS
Christie Aesquivel • Claire Aldenhuysen • Sarah Aldrich • Katherine DeMar-
Aldrich • Sarah Aldrich • Amanda Allen • Emily Alvey • Sidney Museum and 

Arts Association • Vashon-Maury Heritage Association • Brianne Baird • 
Dorothy Cotton Banks • Lauren Banquer • Amy Elizabeth Beale • Amanda 
Benson • Molly Bishop • Victoria Blackwell • Les Bolton • Amy Bozorth • 

Gregory Brandell • Briana Brenner • Galadriel Brown • Josh Buckner • Megan 
Buff • Katie Burke • Stephanie Button • Lucy Capehart • Mary Christensen 

• Marianna Clair • Leonor Colbert • Caitlin Cooper • Heritage League of 
Pierce County • Hayley Crew • Renee Crist • Sena Dawes • Jerry W Dawson • 
Kathryn Dawson • Linda DeJesus • Casey Demory • Victoria Dennis • Juliette 

Dumaine • Michael Friedline • Rebecca Fronczak • Esvelt Gallery • Yakima 
Light Project Gallery • Kirsten Gausch • Kyla Fitz-Gerald • Laura Gharst • 
Amanda Goertz • Anna Goodwin • William Goodwin • Jeanine Greco • 

Great American Insurance Group • Mary Petrich-Guy • Laura C Hall • Nina 
Hallett • Rebecca Harmsen • Kayla Harriel • Sean Harrison • Jamie Hascall • 
Jeanmarie Hayes • Tamara Hayes • Shuhang He • Dana Hicks • Katie Hillson 

• Calie Holden • Kite & Nail • Inc. • Acme Scenic & Display • Inc.Rebecca 
Janssen • Christina Januszewski • Sydney Jaramillo • Cameo Kale • Emily 

Kassebaum • Devon Kelley • Robert E Kelly • Gretchen Gaffney Khdair • Peter 
Kleinpass • Shannon Kopelva • Stephanie Lamson • Kacey Lewis • Xiqian Li • 
NRG! Exhibits • LLC • Buechel Historical Services LLCGracie Loesser • Justine 

Lopez • Joanne Mace • Molly Mandeltort • Blair Martin • Paul Martinez • 
Megan Martinko • Lynne Conrad Marvet • Kelly Matson • Elizabeth K Mauro 
• Marina Mayne • Brendan McCauley • Melisa McChesney • Anne Melton • 
Andrea Mercado • Garrett Mercier • Nives Metrovic • Jenny Meyer • Julian 

Miller • Kelly Molina • Travis Monagle • Marsha Moratti • Urla Morgan • 
Othello Community Museum • Kitsap County Historical Society & Museum 

• DuPont History Museum • Barbara Sexton • PBY Naval Air Museum • 
American Alliance of Museums • Megumi Nagata • Kelsey Novick • Jill-Lynn 
Nunemaker • Cheryl A Palyu • Sarah Peterson • Kassaundra Porres • Chris 

Prescott • Michelle Reichelt • Hannah Ridenour • Bill Rietveldt • Maria 
Robinson • Thomas RohmLily Rola • Kate Rosendale • Denise Rossacci • 

Grace Rotwein • Michael Rzemien • Catherine Salthouse • Regan Samul • 
Danika Scevers • Catherine Scharon • Rebecca J Schurman • Elizabeth Seelye 
• Andrew Simeone • Poulsbo Historical Society • Fall City Historical Society • 
Curative Sounds • Amy Strickland • Paul Talpos • Stefanie Terasaki • Cydney 

Thompson • Aisha Tomlin • Rachel Townsend • Erin Quinn Valcho • Spotlight 
Impact LLC • William Wagner • Iolene Webb • Elizabeth Wessells • Judy 

Wheeler • Molly Winslow • Sierra Young • Tamara Yurkanin

BUSINESS MEMBERS
support the businesses that support us: 
4Culture  •  Acme Scenic & Display, Inc.

Artech Fine Arts Services  •  Atlas Fine Art Service
Buechel Historical Services LLC  •  Curative Sounds 

Great American Insurance Group  •  Minotaur Mazes  
Southwest Solutions Group  •  Spotlight Impact LLC 

STQRY  •  Washington State Historical Society
Washington State Housing Finance Commission

Westport South Beach Historical Society
Workpointe  

To Inquire or Purchase:  contact Museum Messenger  
editor Freya Liggett at fliggett@cityofml.com. 

Ad Preparation:  for production requirements before  
sending your materials, please contact Andy Granitto 
at andy@yakimavalleymuseum.org. 

Half Page (4 1/2” x 7 1/2”)  $250
One-Third Page (43/4” x 4 1/2”)  

OR (2 1/4” x 9 1/4”)  $160
Quarter Page (3 1/2” x 4 1/2”)  $135
One-Sixth Page (2 1/4” x 4 1/2”)  $90
One-Twelfth Page (2 1/4” x 2 1/2”)  $55

Museum Messenger  NEWSLETTER AD RATES:

Opinions expressed in the articles in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of WaMA.  
Unsolicited articles, photographs, and graphics are always welcome. WaMA reserves the right to edit material submitted.
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